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Greetings!

Thanks to cable television, I am stil/l

name of the show. I am especially fond hMASH

abl e tc
Wal t er

unit, and he is gifted with bottogrédtion and an affinity for animals. In one memorable episode, the surgical

staff members are all trying to come up with anniversary gifts for their new commander, Colonel

Sherman Pott

As a former cavalry officer, Potter is a horse lover (as am |, by the way). Radar has found a mare running freel
over the Korean countryside, and Radar has bonded with her and has brought her back to the MASH compour

where he tries to keep her relatively hidd

e n . Wh e

will gift the colonel with the mare, which, as it turns out, completely endears him to the new commander. When

comes time to present his gift, )
hands the |l ead rope to the col on Messa é
I am your new Interim Pastor, and before | hand over the lead ro g
next called pastor, you and | will have some time to get to know one anc By Pastor
reflect together on what God might be calling Spirit of Joy to do and be | Jim Nelson

the future. | am your new Interim Pastor. Let me say a bit about each of
words.

First of all, | am your pastor You can expect me to do all those thi
any pastor would do: preach and teach, visit the sick, comfort the bereave
visitors, participate with staff, attend Vision Team meetings and the meeti

5 t he m
5, iHap

the other committees here. I 611 coupl es
planning baptisms. | hope you will find me to be collegial, collaborative, ca
caring.

| am your pastor, and | look forward to serving you in that capacit
with you in all ar eas o fnteronpastor.ll anf ajgees s| people
itemp. o | am here to work with
wi || hel p prepare you to welcome your next | offici
covenant, and in it, your elected leadership and | have agreed to work on certain things together. The Minneaj
Area Synodébés Bishop also signs the | etter, | which
tell you more about this fAletter of agreemento in
agreement clearly states that the I nterim Pastor

and that the congregation will not consider the Interim Pastor for regular call here. Interim work

s my calling ar

has been so since 1995. Spirit of Joy is the fifteenth church | will have served in interim. | love the work, and | ¢

paid to do what | | ove. Now thatodéds a BLESS

Please keep me, my wife, Charlene, and our daughter, Lauren, in your prayers; and kno
already a part of mine. May God bless the time we hav&t6gether.

Pastor Jim

We are a welcoming community warmed by the Spirit, loved by the grace of God, called by
joyfully serve. Our mission is to invite and encourage all God's people to participate
in the joy of following Jesus Christ.

347710th St NE Buffalo, MN 553136846371 www.sojonline.org
Worship Services: 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
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Of Interest to All

A NOTE ABOUT WEATHERhe schools ever cancel events due to b
winter weather, please know t h&
events todf you are ever unsure about whether or not an event is tal
due to weather, check the church office phoriel@0 684an dpdate v
message.

Which Team is Hosting?
ALL COMMITTEE NIGHT JAR.dBnmittees are always encourag Jan. 1i Volunteers
to hold their meetings on the first Tuesday of any month. Thot _Jan: 8 Team 6 (former Berg)

; : . Jan. 16i Team 7 (former Voight)
committees meet every single month, we do know that in Janu Jan. 23i Team 8

Building & Grounds group will be meeting. (former Stromberg)

Jan. 301 Team 9 Pope
THE TAIZE WORSHIP JANH&: ecumenical worship service of medit
and prayer called ATaized MBEEMt s v (e 111 >5¢ Mond
The group meets here at Spirit of Joy, and one of the coordinators is Zoe
Eckblad, and the service is open to anyone.

SECOND HARVEST COMMODITY DISTRIBVEION: | be taking our second tu
ship with Love Inc. We will continue to set up a distribtiomanceh t hr ough t he fASeconc
modi tyo program, and-280 Cindy Nelson isttakingrhe lleasl in pudlimg.our toRintefers o
together.

, BUDGET CLASSES IN JANUARWh at does Spirit of Joyobs
Bulgfet.@ the year past and the year to come-? We 6 |
forNeQ?lv%gar close look at the proposed 2010 church budget during two classes in January sponsored by

Vision Team. Copies of the budget will be distributed, explained and questions and concer

be received. Wedl | hol d t Rle:E5dellowdhipttme,e s o |
and the sessions will be led by our Treasurer, Sarah Carothers or by a member of the Visio
Team.

SIMPLY GIVINNAUTOMATIC OFFERINGSuld you find it helpful to have your weekly/monthly commitments tak
from your bank account as you do other monthix brafts?t 16 of our churchdés fam
Simply Givivghich helps people have their offerings transferred electronically to Spirit of Joy from your savings
ing accountf you would like to sign up or change your deduction amount you can talk directly with our Treasure
Carothers, or pick up and fill out a form | ocated

SPIRIT OF JOY ANNUAL MEETINGVision Team (congregation council) has set Jan
the date for our annual meeting. Spirit of Joy needs to ratify the nominees put forth by{ {iy& £ mg
committee for any open leadership positions. Further, our church needs to vote on the proposed

budget which steers our financial course for 2012. The meeting will be called to order shortly after 9:30 AM as
place between the worship services that day. Sunday School for children will still be held that day like usual. (
through adult members are eligible voting members of this congregation.

CONTRIBUTION REPORTSI | be sent to you by Januaryds end,
These records will be useful to you when you prepare your taxes. Our Treasurer, Sarah Carothers, and our ch
tary, Tonia Evans, will be preparing these confidential reports.



CLASSIC CHRISTIANSIH hold their annual 1%5
New Year's party at the home of Carol & Gary| = HELP WANTED: Volunteer Coordigyinit of Joy
Johnson on January 21st at 6:00FRuiMhe Lut heran Church is now

between worship services. Start planning how,  Tonia Evans (76841400).
what delicious item you might be willing to put
for bid!

VaYaYaVaV VAV AV ANV AV ANV AV AV AV AV AV AV AV AV AV AV AV A A AV AV AV AV AV AV AV AV AV AV VAV AVAVAVAVAN

seeki

date on your calendar and watch your Sunday| t o This @ill be a part time paid position with an approxi-
letins for detailClassic Christians is a fun, socii mately two hour time commitment at the SOJ office per
group for the older members and friends of Spi  week.The responsibilities of the task are to work closely
Joy. We welcome and encourage any new¢om  with the Church Secretary in coordinating the many
to participatéf you have any questions about th  volunteer efforts for Spirit of Joy such as: Worship| Teams,

group or this, our first event in plEdse con- Communion Teams, Assisting Ministers, Power Point Sign
tact Kathy Bye at (763)Y8R5 or -ups, Communicating with Altar Guild, Counters, plus
kfondob@aol.com some property tasks such as Shoveling and
MowingPlease submit a letter of interest to the Person-
. ANNUAL BREAD AUCTION FOR nel Committee (in care of Chairperson Greta Roberts) by
- WORLD HUNGERUr annual tasty, January 8 to indicate your interest in this pemsition.
joyful bread auction is coimiired. 6 more details, contact Greta RobeHS66EZ)9) or

TRANSI TI ON UPDATES FROM THE VI SI ON TEAMé

2012 is here and it is no surprise that it will be a year of changes fecl&mgesftbay will make our congre
stronger. We all continue to have faith and trust in the Lord to guide us through. The Vision Team will
updated and informed as much as possible. If we do not-haitaduness, please notify the church office
can get it updated. We want everyone to have the same information.

A couple things that wedéd to make you aware o

f Our congregat i on 6 slanRIthnau9a4tVe Wilkbe hostinggnfomnial lguestitnans\ies
sessions the two Sundays prior to the meeting, January 15th and 22nd at 9:40. These sessions ar

jation
continue to |
50 we

f:

p Budiget
e for anyone

would like to see detailed information regarding Spirit of Joy's budget and/or who can not make it on the 29th.

1 The Vision team and Pastor Jim Nelson will be discussing the process of selecting the Call Comm
more information to share with you soon. We ask that if you are interested in knowing all the Call

ttee. There
ommittee e

and being a possible candidate, watch for information in-o@itenging i weekly bulletins. We have had many

people approach us with interest, but we will be asking that before submitting your namailfpymaliyl
understand the time commitment and undertaking this responsibility will be. Spirit of Joy is blessec
interested, vested people wanting to be on the Call Committee. We appreciate you all!!

"Here's to the bright New Year

And a fond farewell to the old;

Here's to the things that are yet to come
And to the memories that we hold."

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

Your Vision Team,

Eric PopePres., Erica Fisk&, Sarah Carothdreeas., Susan Neflec., Chuck Bainey,
Karen Cordt, Ann Elton, Tate Moser, Paul Thurn

iae
to have so




FAMILY LIFE MINISTRY Come Join the fun! Faith Weaver Friends will kick off the new
Sunday School will resume a regular Sck%égﬁﬁg)n V\C/)eldnoclesday, JanuvaryMe will continue to explore

for January: Testament . Our next
Wednesday, January. 1Baith Weaver Friends is open to all
Jan 8Sunday School children in kindergarten through third grade. We meet
Jan 18unday School Wednesdays from 3:30 to 5:00 at the Parkside Elementary
Jan 225unday School cafeteria. Please contact Tari Larson or with any questions at
Jan 2%unday School (763)680570 or at scottandtari@q.com.
Reminder for children in second through fifth Dates to Remember:
gradesPlease bring your Bibles for Sunday January'@ FWF
School. January 1M FWF
January 8 FWF Friends Day
Carrie Wubben January 25 EWE
ca_wubben@msn.com
763 6821065

Grapple, our program for fourth and fifth graders
will meet again on Sunday, Janudinp225:30
to 7:30P. M. We 6 Hife continue
issues while focusing on how we can serve oth-

t o t QMO U t r eal

ers. We 61 | begin with a pizza supper together an

then write letters to our student, Maria Sandra

Romero, that we sponsor in El Salvador. Thank

you to all the students who joined us for caroling

at the Sunrise Memory Cottages! Contact Tari or Y CONFIRMATION
Carrie with questions or if you are interested in Instead of having our usual Wednesday night

helping with this program. O classes in January, we will be having a Friday
evening to Saturday morningnatlour
U church on January223t. In the midst of

— some fun games, food, and a movie, we will
t also be working in some lessons on
i B a p tStudems. ace to bring their Bible,
h as well as a sleeping bag and pillow because
we will have some sleeping timerim
Pastor Jim and Beth Hane will teach some of
the classes with the assistance of

r{\/;‘i @ @ Matt Nelson, Mark Peterson and
% Julie Kiernarrarents will be volunteering to
4@ é% make a pancake breakfast for the class in the

morningWatch for Beth's emahinders
ﬁ’.@ L about this fun free event for our middle

Caun. schoolers.
“l made a New Year’s resolution to eat more

fruit, but surely | can’t be expected to
go through with it after that!”



mailto:ca_wubben@msn.com

PARISH REGISTER

Thank you
> to Dave and Allison Weber for donating and hanging the cross wreath above our front doors.

>to Becky Waddell and Terry Rajala for providing both money and a good used vacuum.

>to Spirit of Joy from Jan Peterson (Beth Ha4g
Rogerds illness and deat h.

>to Janene and Steve Hawkins (Andrea Kyl l one
Joshds ministry.

>to Susan North for preparing a welcome lunch with church leaders for Pastor Jim Nelson.
>to all those who contributed during our Christmas Eve services.

>to Ann Elton, Greta Roberts, Beth Hane and Tonia Evans for their work on the farewell party for th
Family.

>Ato Spirit of Joy for all your |l ove and car
fondness and appreciation for all that this congregation has meant to our family. And your prayers,
weblwi shes have meant the world to us. Thank vy
from Josh, Beth, Bergen, Leif and Solveig

Baptized in December:
>Congratulations to the Schwitallas, Nowackis, and Shoultzs as they celebrated baptisms for their
Dakota and Elizabeth Schwitalla on Dec. 10; Logan Nowacki on Dec. 11, and Westen Shoultz on O

Condolences to

>t he Benker f ami/l as Jessicabdbs Grandmot her

y

Benevolence
>|In December, we were able to share our offering blessings with the Buffalo Food Shelf as we gav¢

e Nelson

e for
blessings, gif
bu and

hildren:
ec. 18.

di ed ¢

them both c

pineapple and some financial support. Many SOJers took partaif-émailxgopgram. And we also used a

portion of our Christmas Eve Offering to financially support the ecumenical outreach efforts in our ¢
AiLove | nc. Big Woods. 0 Giving away part of
funds to our Minneapolis Area Synod, World Hunger, Lutheran Disaster Relief, El Salvador, and m

Stewardship Corner
>How did our congregational gifts finish up in 2011? Our income and expenses continued to align ¢
gratefully able to make some benevolence gif
faithful in our giving as we begin our next
To begin 2012 with consistently strong giving will be tremendously helpful as we enter negotiations
mortgage this spring.
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Spirit of Joy Staff

Pastor Jim Nelson (pastorjim@sojonline.org)

Kathie Denison Worship Music Director kathiedenison@yahoo.com
Tonia Evans: Secretary/Vol Coord (tonia.soj@charter.net)

Beth Hane: Director of Youth (bethhane@charter.net)

Tari Larson: @ir of Fam Life Min (scottandtari@q.com)

Carrie Wubben:-Do of Fam Life Min (ca_wubben@msn.com)
Denise Kositzke (Asst. to FLM) and Ross Wubben (Custodian)




